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slander me now, but posterity, judging my position, will do
me justice !'

" He then went on to tell ine how much he was personally
obliged to me, that he had real gratitude towards an Eng-
lish gentleman who espoused his cause on a principle of
probity and honour. After I had declared that nothing
would give me more sincere pleasure than to serve him in
extending science or in lowering his enemies, he took me by
the shoulders, and looking me through (for what an eye he
has !) exclaimed, ' I know it, my dear friend ; you are Mur-
chison, you are an honourable man!' and then kissed me
first on the right cheek, and then on the left with a hearty
and real smack.

" I expressed to Count Orloff how much I had been
delighted with the Emperor's conversation with me, and
the expression of his attachment to England, Englishmen,
and our Queen, and congratulating myself upon the good
old alliance being sure to be maintained, I asked him if he
(Orloff) foresaw anything which might disturb this harmony
between our nations. At first he said no, but correcting
himself, he said, ' Yes, there is one event which has recently
transpired, which possibly may lead to trouble, but when I
mention it, you will laugh at me. You have just sent an
ambassador to Constantinople, who, though doubtless a
very able and a very upright man, is the only Englishman
with whom my master will hold no friendly communication.
So strongly does he dislike Sir Stratford Canning, that every-
thing proceeding from him will be viewed in an irritable
temper by the Emperor. Now you know,' he added, ' the
relations of my country and your own require to be treated
with great delicacy, and all abstinence from any irritating

VOL. II.                                                                                D                      c inasmuch as it wellony-
